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President’s Column 
 

From the desk of Wilma Moore-Black    
Inspired by what’s going on in your life right now? 

Yes. No. Possibly. Regardless of your answer, a choice was made. Forget that 
your mind has been screaming for some peace and quiet time. Now, you’re on a roller 
coaster ride to your future. What if it’s the beginning of a new career in your life? Will you 
be brave and bold enough to tackle it? 

The pressure of succeeding in life doesn’t end once we’ve decided on a career or 
the job we like or dislike. Pressures continue forever. How we handle those pressures or let 
them control us make all the difference in the world.  

In the meantime, two months of this year have disappeared — never to return again — and much 
work needs to be done on my checklist. One accomplishment I am proud to say is that I paid for my 
registration to the KPC spring conference April 17-18 at Hilton Garden Inn in Wichita. This year’s theme is 
“Jazz Up Your Toolbox,” and the conference promises to be well worth my time and yours to rejuvenate our 
career and earning power.   

Reserve the funds and the date to polish your professional skills and stay marketable.  See you at the 
state conference! 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 

March 4 meeting — Reinvent, Revitalize, Renew: The 3 R’s You Must Master Now 
As a professional communicator, you’re a whiz at readin’ and ’riting, and thanks to 

calculators, you can even handle ’rithmatic. But your old reliable skills may not be enough to 
help you ride out these rough economic times. Media consultant L. Kelly offers practical 
advice for rejuvenating your job skills — and your life — at the March 4 Wichita 
Professional Communicators luncheon meeting. 

L. Kelly spent 26 years with The Wichita Eagle, working a variety of jobs as a 
writer, editor and page designer in the news, features and opinion sections. After directing 

the paper’s coverage of the BTK investigation, she was project leader and co-author of the true crime book 
“Bind, Torture, Kill: The Inside Story of the Serial Killer Next Door” (HarperCollins 2007). She is now a 
media consultant, TV producer and communications trainer with her own company, L. Kelly Media Services, 
and teaches at Wichita State University. 

 
Please RSVP to Becky Funke by noon Monday, March 2, at bfunke@activeagingonline.com, call 

942-5385, or reserve and prepay using WPC’s online PayPal account at 
www.wichitaprofessionalcommunicators.com. 

 
 

DATE: Wednesday, March 4        
TIME: 11:30 a.m. sharp-12:30 p.m. 
PLACE: Larkspur, 904 E. Douglas 
COST: Members $12, students $10, guests $15 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
Luncheon reservation deadline is FIRM 

 
 Please be advised that the reservation deadline for the monthly WPC luncheon meetings is a firm 
deadline of noon the Monday prior to the Wednesday luncheon. To keep your monthly luncheon costs at a 
reasonable rate, we negotiated arrangements with Larkspur to provide our reservation numbers at a particular 
time. This also allows us and Larkspur to ensure those with reservations will get the meal for which they paid. 

Reservations/cancellations required: 
E-mail Becky Funke by noon Monday, March 2, at 
bfunke@activeagingonline.com or call 942-5385. To 
prepay online using PayPal, visit the WPC Web site. 
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   If you made a reservation and need to cancel, you also need to do so by noon the Monday prior. 
Your cooperation in following the reservation policy will keep our treasury and your pocketbook and tummy 
happy.  Meetings begin promptly at 11:30 on the first Wednesday of the month. 

 Another reminder: Your meal costs provide for the beverages of tea, water and coffee, which are 
provided at the table. Our negotiated meal price does not include additional soft drink beverages. 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

Register NOW for early-bird KPC conference rate 
 

The deadline for the early-bird registration rate for the Kansas Professional Communicators 
conference April 17-18 in Wichita is just around the corner. You have until March 15 to register at the special 
rates of $85 for members, $120 for nonmembers and $50 for students. You can register and pay online 
through the WPC site, http://www.wichitaprofessionalcommunicators.com/conference.html. 

The conference will feature fantastic speakers, an awards banquet and silent auction, nearby 
shopping and superb amenities at one of Wichita’s premier hotels, the Hilton Garden Inn, 2041 N. Bradley 
Fair. Learn about emerging trends and practical tips from the pros on how to “Jazz Up Your Toolbox.” 

Here’s a sampling of some of what you’ll hear: 
? Build success with nonverbal communication skills — LaChrystal Ricke Radcliffe, assistant 

professor, communicative arts and sciences, Eastern New Mexico University. 
? Hammer out your brand – professionally and personally — with panelists Andy McGinnis, 

Jajo; Kacey Quick, Design Her Style image consulting; Sherry Chisenhall, The Wichita Eagle 
editor, and more 

? Retool your finances to leverage your resources and bounce back during uncertain times 
— Mark Dodds, CPA 

? Spiff up your career and business with promotional event planning as 
marketing/promotional tools — Larry Bennett, sales manager/event planner, and Denise 
Irwin, director of development, both with KMUW-FM                                                                   

Continue to check the KPC conference page for more details, 
http://www.kansasprofessionalcommunicators.org/conference_overview.html. 

You or your organization can still donate silent auction items to benefit the KPC statewide 
scholarship fund. WPC member Shannon Littlejohn is leading the collection effort. If you have an item, 
contact Shannon at (316) 978-3820 or shannon.littlejohn@wichita.edu. 

 
* * * * * * * * * 

WPC scholarship contest is under way 
Wichita Professional Communicators will award up to $1,500 in scholarships to qualified students for the 2009-

2010 academic year. 
The WPC scholarship contest is open to all declared communication students in print journalism, broadcast 

journalism, public relations or advertising. Student must have a 3.0 grade point average or higher, at least 45 hours of 
college credit and be enrolled at Wichita State, Friends or Newman universities. 

Applicants must complete a 2009 WPC scholarship application, which must be postmarked by March 29 to be 
considered. 

For more information or question, contact Deb Umberger, WPC scholarship committee chair, at 
dumberger@ilrcks.org or 942-6300, ext. 213. 

 
* * * * * * * * * 

Help another scholarship effort; Gridiron tickets on sale now 
Tickets for the annual Gridiron satire comedy show are on sale now and are available by calling 

316-755-SEAT or any location selling Select-a-Seat tickts. The show, which is sponsored by the Society of 
Professional Journalists to support scholarships, is Wichita’s version of “Saturday Night Live,” complete 
with skits and musical numbers to skewer the news and the newsmakers. This year’s show is Gridiron 
2009-The Comedy Stimulus Package. Cast members include Bonnie Bing of The Wichita Eagle and Ted 
Woodwardof KNSS Newsradio 1330, and, of course, WPC member Teresa Veazey.  

* * * * * * * * * 
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Member news 
 

 Received a promotion or award, changed jobs, welcomed a new family member? Share your news 
with your fellow WPC members and friends.  E-mail nwsbrfs editor, Amy Geiszler-Jones, 
algj64@sbcglobal.net. 

* * * * * * * * * 
 

What We’re Reading 
 Share with other WPC members what you’re reading. E-mail the title and author of the book and 
your observations to nwsbrfs editor, Amy Geiszler-Jones, algj64@sbcglobal.net. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 
Tell us more about you 

 The inquiring minds of your fellow WPC members want to know more about you. Last year, we started 
publishing the occasional member profile in WPC nwsbrfs to  help us get to know one another. We’ve run a 
handful of profiles, and would like to share more. Here are the standard questions. E-mail your answers, along 
with a photograph, to nwsbrfs editor, Amy Geiszler-Jones, at algj64@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Name:  
Employer:  
Your full business title and describe what you do:  
A little about your family:  
A little about where you grew up:  
 Your educational background:  
 Your favorite things to do, see or visit in Wichita:  
One thing about you that would surprise people:  
The most interesting/funny/unusual/weird person you've ever interviewed or written about:  
Your favorite book:  

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
WPC Programs & Calendar ? Year 2009 

March 4: WPC luncheon: L. Kelly of L. Kelly Media Services at Larkspur, 904 E. Douglas 
March 9: WPC board meeting, noon at Watermark, 4701 E. Douglas 
April 1: WPC luncheon: Shelly Chenoweth, CEO of Girl Scouts of Kansas Heartland 
April 13: WPC board meeting, noon at Watermark, 4701 E. Douglas 
April 17-18: Kansas Professional Communicators spring communications conference,  

Hilton Garden Inn, Wichita 
    Dec. 7: WPC holiday mixer 

 
WPC offers professional development and major networking opportunities for working communicators, freelancers and career-directed 

students. Membership is open to any person who is paid as a communicator. We welcome visitors to our monthly luncheon meetings. 
Members $12, students $10, all others $15. Check in and pay at the WPC table inside the banquet room, or prepay with PayPal on the WPC 
Web site. Members: please leave your name tag with Teresa Veazey, membership chair.  

 
RESERVATIONS, CANCELATIONS REQUIRED 

E-mail bfunke@activeagingonline.com or call 942-5385 no later than noon on Monday before each luncheon meeting. 
You're responsible for your reservation or cancellation. If you reserve a spot but do not attend, you are still responsible for 
paying for lunch. If you don’t have a reservation but wish to attend the meeting, we’ll try to give you a seat but do not plan to 
eat. Meetings begin promptly at 11:30 a.m. If you’ve reserved a meal but haven’t arrived by 11:45 a.m., your plate may be 
sold.  

 
MEMBERSHIP DUES   
WPC Professional: $138  (Includes membership in National Federation of Press Women, Kansas 

Professional Communicators and Wichita Professional Communicators) 
WPC Local:  $50  (Membership in WPC only)  
WPC Student:  $35  (Includes membership in NFPW, KPC and WPC) 
WPC Emeritus: One-time payment of $105 for KPC plus $20 annually for NFPW (no additional WPC                                                                                         

dues necessary). Make payment to WPC.    



   

4 

COMM LINKS 

Wichita Professional Communicators: www.wichitaprofessionalcommunicators.com 
Kansas Professional Communicators Web site: www.kansasprofessionalcommunicators.org  
National Federation of Press Women site: www.nfpw.org  
 
 

2009 WPC Board 
 

PRESIDENT - Wilma Moore-Black  wmbcreative@yahoo.com or wilma.black@wichita.edu  
PAST PRESIDENT - Cori Dodds  cdodds@wichitaeagle.com  
PRESIDENT ELECT – Beth Bower  beth@goodlifeguy.com  
SECRETARY - Kathy Souter  kathy210929@cox.net 
TREASURER - Carreen Simon  carreen.simon@cox.net  
VP MEMBERSHIP – Teresa Veazey  Teresa.Veazey@wichita.edu  
VP PROGRAMS - Jill Miller  jilldm@swbell.net  
AT-LARGE - Shannon Littlejohn  shannon.littlejohn@wichita.edu 
AT-LARGE - Susan Hund-Milne  susanhm@cox.net 
AT-LARGE - Melissa Lacey Nagy  melissa_lacey@via-christi.org 
AT-LARGE – Judy Conkling,  judy_conkling@via-christi.org 
SCHOLARSHIPS - Deb Umberger  dumberger@ilrcks.org 
COURTESY / RESERVATIONS - Becky Funke  bfunke@activeagingonline.com 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR / E-NEWS - Amy Geiszler-Jones  algj64@sbcglobal.net  
WEB MANAGER – Jennifer Heinicke  jenniker@gmail.com  
PUBLICITY - Sandy Evans  sevans@evansprbird.com 
HISTORIAN - Liz Kennedy  lizkennedy@wscribe.com   
 

Spring begins March 23 – Take time to nurture yourself and grow! 

 
 

 
                 


