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January program: Table Topics for Communications Pros

Once again, Wichita Professional Communicators will kick off its year of programming with roundtable 
discussions. Join us Wednesday, Jan. 10, for our second annual table topics event. Our table topics are designed 
to help you broaden your network, think creatively, get support, brainstorm and dream. Even some minor ranting 
is welcome. The information will also help us tailor programming for the 2018 year. Each table will be 
moderated by a WPC board member.

The doors to our meeting venue, Larkspur Bistro & Bar, 904 E. Douglas, open at 11 a.m., with our 
meeting starting at 11:30 a.m. sharp to allow us to keep to an ideal 60-minute
meeting. Come early to network, catch up with one another and meet new members.

At our table topics seminar last year, for example, we talked about new skills
that need to be developed, what  traditional skills continue to be valuable, ways to
effectively communicate the value of your talents to your organization or clients and
more.

We’ll capture your ideas and questions to compile and share them after the
session. Come ready for some great conversation. Who better to learn from than the
people who do what you do or aspire to do every day?

Please RSVP no later than noon Tuesday, Jan. 9, to Eventbrite. Remember, the RSVP deadline is 
firm, and individuals must pay for cancellations received after the deadline. 

DATE: Wednesday, Jan. 10
TIME: 11:30 a.m. sharp
PLACE: Larkspur, 904 E. Douglas
COST: Members $15, students $10, guests $20
            

Inclement weather policy reminder
As we enter the winter months, just a reminder that in times of inclement weather, WPC will follow the 

status of USD 259 closures in deciding to cancel a monthly program meeting. 

Words from our new president
Amy Geiszler-Jones was elected in November to serve as WPC's president for 2018. She's been a 

professional member since 2008 and served as the newsbrfs editor for nine years.
As 2017 was drawing to a close, I commented to my husband that I was glad to

see the year end since it had had many professional and personal challenges. It was a
trying year for him as well, but he always has a great disposition and interesting
perspectives. He said he viewed those challenges as blessings, things that showed him
what he needed to work on and change in his life and things that showed him what he can
accomplish and even overcome.

I look at the members of Wichita Professional Communicators as part of my
blessings. It's an excellent local resource to help me with my professional life. Your
continued or new membership shows that you likely view it that way, too. We can learn
so much from each other to help us succeed as communicators.

Let's learn more together this year and rise to the challenges – and celebrate the
blessings – of 2018. 

   – Amy Geiszler-Jones
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Reservations/cancellations required:
Go to Eventbrite by noon Tuesday, 

Jan. 9.  Payments may be made online, or you
may pay at the door. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wpc-monthly-meeting-and-luncheon-january-2018-tickets-41588253586
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wpc-monthly-meeting-and-luncheon-january-2018-tickets-41588253586


Renew or join for 2018
WPC has maintained a diverse, vibrant membership, and we want to build on that success, as well as 

contribute to yours.
Membership in WPC is by the calendar year, so please remember to renew or

join for 2018, if you haven't already. Starting with the February meeting, any 2017
member who has not renewed by Feb. 7 will pay the nonmember program rate.

Join early in the year so that you can reap the benefits of membership the
entire year. We'd also appreciate your help in letting other potential members  know
about WPC.  

Download the 2018 app from the WPC website, fill it out and mail it or bring
it to the Jan. 10 meeting.

Here are some things to know about membership payments:
 If you had a professional membership in 2017, you more than likely received received renewal notices 

from NFPW and/or Kansas Professional Communicators, our parent organizations. If you renew through
those channels, please provide proof of renewal (such as an email or copy of receipt) to WPC's Vice 
President of Membership Adrienne Churchill at nachurch@k-state.edu so that we can ensure you get on 
our local membership roll immediately. 

 You can make your renewal payment through the WPC website – for both local and professional levels 
– using PayPal. http://wichitaprofessionalcommunicators.com/about-wpc/join-wpc/

 If your membership is being paid for by an employer and your payment is in process, please let 
Adrienne know about that status.

Who do you work for?
Did you change companies recently, get promoted or start your own business? As you renew your 

WPC membership for 2018, remember to let us know if your nametag reflects your current
employer. If you have any new information such as a new title or company, and would like it listed
on your WPC name tag, please send the changes to WPC Reservations Manager Deborah Shaar at 
wichitaprocom@gmail.com. Name tags will be updated prior to the next WPC meeting. As a
reminder, you can send name tag changes throughout the year as necessary. 

Introducing … new WPC board
Besides the four elected positions of president, vice president, treasurer and secretary, appointed 

positions comprise the rest of the board. We are happy to announce we have several new faces on this year's 
board and are happy to have some members with previous board experience rejoin us. Those rejoining us are 
Carreen Gibbons as an at-large member and Wilma Moore Black as the nwsbrfs editor. Brand new members 
this year are Dawn Monroe, vice president for programming; Kristi Parker, website manager; and Annie 
Welsbacher and Brian Whepley as at-large members. Brian also has the distinction of being the first man to 
serve on our board. For a listing of the 2018 board, please see Page 4.

KPC contest is accepting entries 
The 2018 Kansas Professional Communicators contest is open for entries. 

Entries must be produced during the 2017 calendar year. The categories 
remain the same as last year.  Anyone who receives a first-place award in the 
KPC contest is eligible to enter the NFPW contest, providing professional dues
have been paid. All entries must be paid before midnight in your time zone on 
the Feb. 6 deadline to be considered for entry. Entries submitted before 
midnight in your time zone on Jan. 23 will receive a $25 early bird discount. 
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http://bit.ly/2keVilo
mailto:wichitaprocom@gmail.com?subject=Nametag%20update
http://wichitaprofessionalcommunicators.com/about-wpc/join-wpc/
mailto:nachurch@k-state.edu?subject=WPC%20renewal
http://wichitaprofessionalcommunicators.com/about-wpc/join-wpc/


Community resources for communicators
WPC strives to offer networking opportunities, help

fulfill professional development, provide insight to issues
and be a resource. With an eye on the latter, we will make
you aware of other resources available in the community
that can benefit or may interest you as communicators.

Image Counts seminar
Bill Gardner, owner and president of Gardner Designs and founder of LogoLounge.com, will talk 

about “Image Counts: What Top Brands Understand about Great Design” at the AMA Wichita's Jan. 18 
seminar. The seminar is from 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. at the Museum of World Treasures. Tickets is $35 for 
nonmembers with discounts available for members. 

Gridiron tickets already on sale
The Kansas Pro Chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists will host its 50th anniversary 

Gridiron show April 5-7 at the Wichita Orpheum Theatre. Area journalists and communicators always do a 
great job of skewering local, regional and national news – and newsmakers – for a few laughs at this annual 
benefit event for journalism scholarships. Tickets are on sale now. 

Author talks at Watermark
Watermark will host five author's talks at its store at Douglas and Oliver in January: Woody Skinner, 

3-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 6; Holly Black, 3-4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 6; Jessica Shattuck, 6-7 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 
17; Peter Heller, 6-7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 29; and Laura Moriarty, 6-7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 30. Find out more at 
the Watermark website.

Digital arts classes at new Mark Arts
Among the digital arts classes being offered at the new Mark Arts facility at 13th and Rock Road are 

digital photography, video production, graphic design and branding design. Classes start Jan. 10. You can tour 
the new facility during the Mark Arts community open house 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 6.

WPC Programs & Calendar 2018
Jan. 10: WPC monthly luncheon  program: Table Topics networking and discussion

11:30 a.m. Larkspur, 904 E. Douglas
Jan. 15 : WPC board meeting, noon, Watermark, 4701 E. Douglas
Jan. 23: Early bird deadline for KPC communications contest
Feb. 6: Final deadline for entries and payments for KPC communications contest
Feb. 7: WPC monthly luncheon  program: Cindy Miles of the Nonprofit Chamber of Service

11:30 a.m. Larkspur, 904 E. Douglas
 

WPC offers professional  development  and major  networking opportunities  for  working  communicators,  freelancers  and career-
directed students. Membership is open to any person who is paid as a communicator.  We welcome visitors to our monthly luncheon
meetings. Members $15, students $10, all others $20. Check in and pay at the WPC table inside the banquet room, or prepay through
Eventbrite. Members: please leave your name tag with our check-in hostesses. In times of inclement weather, WPC will follow the status
of USD 259 closures in deciding to cancel a monthly program meeting.

MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2018
WPC Professional: $150 (Includes membership in National Federation of Press Women, Kansas 

Professional Communicators and Wichita Professional Communicators)/$149 for 
2016 membership

WPC Local: $50 (Membership in WPC only) 
WPC Student: $45 (Includes membership in NFPW, KPC and WPC)
WPC Retired: One-time payment of $105 for KPC plus $30 annually for NFPW (no additional WPC 

dues necessary). Make payment to WPC. 
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https://www.facebook.com/events/1900633643533799/
https://www.markartsks.com/winter-2018-digital-arts-classes/
http://www.watermarkbooks.com/
http://www.watermarkbooks.com/event
http://wichitaorpheum.com/series/gridiron-50th-anniversary-show/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/image-counts-what-top-brands-understand-about-great-design-tickets-41315364367?aff=es2
https://amawichita.org/calendar/


COMM LINKS
Wichita Professional Communicators: www.wichitaprofessionalcommunicators.com
Kansas Professional Communicators: www.kansasprofessionalcommunicators.org
National Federation of Press Women: www.nfpw.org 
NFPW Agenda newsletter: http://nfpw.org/pdf/currentissue.pdf.

2018 WPC Board
President: Amy Geiszler-Jones, algj@64@sbcglobal.net  
Vice president: Elizabeth Bower, beth@goodlifeguy.com 
Secretary:  Judy Conkling, judyconkling@Cox.net
Treasurer: Cindy Kelly, thecindykelly@gmail.com 
VP, membership: Adrienne Churchill, nachurch11@gmail.com
VP, programs: Dawn Monroe, dawnmonroe.training@gmail.com
Courtesy/reservations: Deborah Shaar, deborahshaar@yahoo.com
Newsletter/enews editor: Wilma Moore-Black, wilma.black@wichita.edu
Webmaster: Kristi Parker, editor@libertypress.net
Scholarship chair: Rebecca Funke, rfunke3@cox.net 
Past resident/historian: Shannon Littlejohn, shannon.littlejohn@gmail.com 
At-large members: Careen Gibbons carreens@gmail.com

     Annie Welsbacher   awelsbacher@gmail.com
     Brian Whepley   bwhepleycomm@gmail.com
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