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Don’t miss it!

Reserve your tickets now for the 
annual WPC Scholarship Fundrais-
er and Mixer, 6-8:30 pm, Thurs-
day, Sept. 7 at the KMUW Studios, 
Suite 200, 121 N. Mead, Wichita. 
Convenient parking is available in 
the parking lot just south of the 
building.

This fun and casual networking 
event is our primary fundraiser for 
the WPC Scholarship Fund, ben-
efiting communications students 
at area colleges and universities. 

Join us for wine (or non-alcoholic 
drink), tasty food from Louis’ 
Rose Hill Cafe, live music by 
handpan artist Daniel Baird, a gift 
card pull for many popular local 
restaurants and attractions, and 
wonderful silent auction items.

Tickets are just $30 each if you 
register online by noon Friday, 
Sept. 1, or $40 at the door.

Can’t attend but still want to 
support future communicators? 
Donate online to the WPC 
Scholarship Fund.  
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TICKETS
Register now on Eventbrite.

You may donate additionally 
via Eventbrite when you regis-
ter for the meeting or donate 
here.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wpc-2023-scholarship-fundraiser-mixer-tickets-694175506627?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.wichitaprofessionalcommunicators.com/donate/
http://www.wichitaprofessionalcommunicators.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wpc-2023-scholarship-fundraiser-mixer-tickets-694175506627?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
http://wichitaprofessionalcommunicators.com/donate
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In this era of rapid information 
dissemination and digital connectivity, 
the need for a free press has never 
been more evident. Recent events, 
such as the unsettling raid on the 
Marion County Record newsroom, 
serve as stark reminders of the critical 

role that journalism plays in upholding the pillars of 
democracy and safeguarding our rights as citizens.

The free press serves as the fourth estate, acting 
as a watchdog over the government, institutions, 
and corporations. It acts as a check and balance 
on power, uncovering hidden truths, exposing 
corruption, and holding those in authority 
accountable for their actions. It keeps people 
honest. Journalists should be able to carry out 
their duty to inform the public without fear of 
intimidation or suppression.

The free press empowers individuals to make 
educated decisions by providing them with reliable 
information, analysis, and diverse viewpoints. This 
informed citizenry is the bedrock of a thriving 
democracy, enabling us to collectively shape 
policies, elect leaders, and participate meaningfully 
in public discourse. What does it mean when only 
15% of registered voters in our ocmmunity take 
the time to participate in our election system? We 
desperately need to find new ways to not only 
inform our friends and neighbors, but to inspire and 
engage them. 

This back to school season, it feels especially 
important that our WPC Annual Mixer raises 
scholarship funds for local journalism and 
communications students who will be on the 
forefront of this new frontier of storytelling and 
civic engagement. I hate to liken it to a battlefield 
but the events in Marion County shine an 
uncomfortably bright light on the challenges that 
communicators face in an era marked by increasing 
polarization and the spread of disinformation. 
Reporters and even social media managers find 
themselves in the crosshairs of verbal attacks, 
threats, and even violence, simply for doing their 
job. 

We all have a responsibility to champion the 
preservation of a vibrant and independent press 
and pass the torch to the future lightbearers. So 
bid high and bid often at our Annual Mixer as 
you mingle with your fellow communicators. Also 
consider donating to the Society of Professional 
Journalists’ Legal Defense Fund to support the 
Marion County Record.

Naomi Shapiro

• KWCH is looking for a multimedia journalist.

• Textron Aviation is hiring for a 
communications associate.

• Koch Industries is hiring a global content 
specialist.

Job Opportunities 
• International Rescue Committee is looking 

for a community engagement specialist.

• KSAS/KMTW is looking for a chief engineer.

• Intrust Bank is looking for 
a public relations manager.

From the WPC President

The importance of a free press

Keeping an eye out for you  

https://my.spj.org/donate
https://my.spj.org/donate
https://recruiting.ultipro.com/GRA1017GRYT/JobBoard/ae441110-89bd-444d-8ad2-b76c7b9db7a9/OpportunityDetail?sourceId=c95e6de2-72c8-4d3b-8d08-4815cd5cb94c&opportunityId=f7cf88c6-17c5-4215-9e18-118bf570fa3c&utm_medium=referrer&utm_source=LINKEDIN
https://textron.taleo.net/careersection/textron_ur/jobdetail.ftl?job=1202706
https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/2914901763
https://koch.avature.net/en_US/careers/JobDetail/145153
https://koch.avature.net/en_US/careers/JobDetail/145153
https://www.teamworkonline.com/baseball-jobs/texasleague/wichita-wind-surge-jobs/digital-marketing-specialist-2003883
https://rescue.csod.com/ux/ats/careersite/1/home/requisition/43576?c=rescue&source=LinkedInA
https://edyy.fa.us2.oraclecloud.com/hcmUI/CandidateExperience/en/sites/CX_2002/job/11103
https://recruiting2.ultipro.com/INT1031IFC/JobBoard/15881a43-61ac-4fa8-b295-905207ad115f/OpportunityDetail?opportunityId=8d13d15b-ae42-4ecc-b77c-8eb00f512370
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WPC & AFFILIATES CALENDAR

Sept. 7: WPC mixer and 
scholarship fundraiser, 6-8:30 
p.m., KMUW Studios

Sept. 11: WPC board meeting, 
noon, via Zoom

Oct. 1: NFPW contests open

Oct. 4: WPC monthly 
program, 11:30 a.m., Larkspur 
Bistro & Bar

Oct. 9: WPC board meeting, 
noon, via Zoom

Nov. 1: WPC monthly 
program, 11:30 a.m., Larkspur 
Bistro & Bar

2023 
WPC BOARD 

PRESIDENT 
Naomi Shapiro 

nshapiro@wichita.gov 
 

PRESIDENT-ELECT &
VP, PROGRAMS 

Kristin Bogner 
kristinlbogner@gmail.com

 
SECRETARY 
Ben Redington

ben@benredington.com 
 

TREASURER 
Brittany Sweeney  

brittany@sweeneybookkeeping.com
 

COURTESY/RESERVATIONS 
Teri Mott

terimott@gmail.com

VP, MEMBERSHIP
Haley Crowson

hcrowson@kmuw.org
 

SCHOLARSHIP CO-CHAIRS 
Judy Conkling, Wilma Moore-Black  

judy.conkling@gmail.com
wilma.black@wichita.edu 

 
HISTORIAN 

Shannon Littlejohn 
shannon.littlejohn@gmail.com  

 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Kylie Cameron 
kylie.elizabeth.cameron@gmail.com

WEBMASTER
Kindra Goertzen

kgoertzen@unitedwayplains.org
 

AT-LARGE MEMBERS 
Jill Miller, Beth Bower, Conni Mansaw

jill@jilldmiller.com
beth@goodlifeguy.com

cearlsaw@gmail.com

PAST-PRESIDENT
Sean Jones

sjones@wichita.gov

2023 WPC Scholarship Winner Allison Campbell received her $2,000 
scholarship check at a recent luncheon. She is a junior at Wichita 
State University who will graduate in May 2025 with a major in jour-
nalism and media production, and a minor in creative writing.


